
Joanna Farias is an intern Community 

Organizer for AFSC’s Roots for Peace 

Program. She began working with AFSC 

when she was still attending Central High 

School. Joanna says, “a small group of 

high school students and I came up with 

the idea of establishing a high school 

garden due to the lack of fresh food and 

very little space available to grow food.. I 

was fortunate to be part of the small group 

that established the garden in 2011, with 

the support of AFSC, All Peoples 

Community Center, my high school 

teachers, mentors, and peers.”  

In this South Los Angeles community in 

particular, “we are using three types of 

spaces to grow food: one secondary 

school…a community garden...and we are 

also supporting people so they can grow 

food in their homes. Joanna says of her 

work, “To me the most beautiful thing is 

working  in this community, where I feel at 

home. 

The Food Growers Network, a project in 

South Los Angeles aimed at improving 

community health and food access, began 

informally. With the skills learned in their 

own garden program, youth from Central 

High School built garden beds in 

community member’s homes. Slowly and 

naturally, a network of harvest and seed 

exchange was born. Soon it became the 

foundation of the Network as it is today. 

The Food Growers Network is led by the 

American Friends Service Committee’s 

Roots for Peace Program, a program that 

works with and within All Peoples 

Community Center, a center with over 60 

years of impact in the community through 

promoting health, unity, respect, and self-

determination among its participants. 

As a Network, our goal is to positively 

impact community health in general. We 

believe that when people who care about 

their community work together and look 

towards the future, we can build a strong 

community that people can be proud to 

call home, a community where they feel 

safe and are able to create positive 

memories. 

The Network now meets once a month 

and it provides its members with free 

workshops, gardening resources, help 

planning, and a space to come together 

to share their ideas and work towards 

future policy change. All people are 

welcome who agree with our goals, all we 

ask in return is consistent participation in 

our monthly meetings. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE NETWORK 

GARDENING 

TIPS: JANUARY 

 Begin to sow chard, 

kale, onions, radishes, 

peas, and lettuce 

outdoors. 

 Sow broccoli, cabbage, 

cauliflower, cilantro, 

lettuce, parsley, 

spinach, and tomatoes 

indoors for future 

transplanting. 

 January is the time to 

prune fruit trees. It is 

important to maintain 

shape and guarantee a 

good harvest next 

Spring. Prune crossed 

and crowded branches 

for good light exposure 

and air flow. 
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Zones” (UAIZ), aims to change that. 

These zones allow vacant low owners 

to pay a reduced property tax fee if 

they lease their property for a 

minimum of five years to be used for 

urban agriculture. For a property to be 

eligible, it must be at most three 

acres in size and must solely be used 

for agricultural or educational 

purposes. Of the more than 20,000 

vacant lots in Los Angeles, 8,600 are 

eligible for this program. 

 

On August 7,2014, the city of San 

Francisco became the first to 

establish a UAIZ. As of January 1st, 

2015, Los Angeles is in the process 

of doing the same. 

There are 

thousands of unproductive and 

underutilized vacant lots throughout 

Los Angeles. According to LA Open 

Acres, a project launched in 2014 that 

is dedicated to provide a database of 

open and accessible land in Los 

Angeles, there are more than 22,000 

vacant lots, and at least 20,000 of 

them are private property. Many of 

these lots are littered with garbage and 

essentially become illegal trash 

dumps. They also have the potential 

to attract crime thereby jeopardizing 

the safety of our communities. 

 

AB-551, a state bill passed in 

September 2013 that empowers 

California’s cities and counties to pass 

ordinances to create “Urban Agriculture 

UPCOMING DATES 

January 

 Saturuday 17—Monthly 

Food Growers Network 

meeting and fruit tree 

distribution 10am—12pm.   

  Thursday 22.—Support  

AB-551 Petition “Transform 

vacant lots into agriculture 

zones”  Come to the vacant 

lot near Central and 21st 

street. From 4-5pm.  

         

February 

          Saturday 21—Monthly 

Food Growers Network 

meeting—Focus: Medicinal 

Plants; curative properties 

of herbs and plants. 

AB-551: INFORMATIVE ARTICLE 

NETWORK MEMBER HIGHLIGHT 

Blanca Ortiz is a very passionate and dedicated gardener. She has prac-

ticed gardening for over 30 years, first learning from her parents. Through-

out that time, Blanca has accumulated a wealth of knowledge and experi-

ence. From her own homemade compost, to the many fruit trees that she 

grew from seed, her garden is a tribute to the many experiences she owns. 

Blanca first joined the Food Growers Network out of the desire to learn how 

to better care for her fruit trees, and she now hopes to take advantage of 

all the resources the Network and its members have to offer. 
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