
THE FOOD GROWERS NETWORK NEWSLETTER 

IN SOUTH CENTRAL LOS ANGELES: FOR A HEALTHY COMMUNITY 

Crystal Gonzalez is the Program Director for 

AFSC’s Roots for Peace Program. Crystal has 

over ten years of experience as a high school 

teacher and community organizer. Daughter of 

Mexican agricultural workers, she feels 

connected to a tradition of farming. Four years 

ago she began the endeavor of acquiring more  

agriculture skills and combining this with  

teaching and community work.   
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UPCOMING 

DATES 

Monthly 

Meeting       

Saturday 
February 21st 
10am-12pm 
Focus: Medicinal 

Plants. 

Resource: Free soil 

for Network 

members!  

 

Community 

Mural        

All ages are 

welcome to paint 

and draw! 

When?  

Every Thursday 
Beginning  
February 26th 
3:30 pm—5:30 pm 

Sundays:  
1st, 22nd, and 26th of 
March  

1:00 pm- 3:00pm 
 
Cooking Class  

“Sharing 

Recipes”    

Monday February 
23rd  
5-6pm  

The Food Growers Network, led by the American Friends Service 

Committee’s Roots for Peace Program, in collaboration with All 

Peoples Community Center, is a project in South Los Angeles aimed at 

improving community health and food access.  

As a Network, our goal is to positively impact 

community health in general. We believe 

that when people who care about their com-

munity work together and look towards the 

future, we can build strong communities 

that fill us with pride. 

Network Members—Meeting 

at Blanca’s Home 

Jorge Sandoval is 

the Garden Assistant 

and Food Growers 

Network Newsletter 

Editor for AFSC’s 

Roots for Peace Pro-

gram. He is currently 

a full-time student 

at LATTC and is 

working towards 

completing the requirements to 

transfer to a university.  

Jorge, Joanna, and Crystal. 

Monthly Network Meeting 

Joanna Farias is a Community Organizer Intern 

for AFSC’s Roots for Peace Program. Joanna 

began her work with the AFSC as a high school 

student. She completed a master Gardener 

Course and is currently a full-time student at 

LACC. She is working towards transferring to 

the UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine. 

The Network now meets once a month and provides its members with 

workshops, gardening resources, and a space to come together. New 

members who are interested are welcome! The only requirement is that 

you live in South LA and attend monthly network meetings on a con-

sistent basis.  



Network, AFSC staff and interns, Los Angeles 

Food Policy Council representatives, and 

students from Santee Education Complex were 

present.  

After an afternoon of chanting, laughing, 

smiling, and sharing information with the 

community, the small group of Urban 

Agriculture supporters were able to collect 25-

30 signatures in support of AB-551. It was a 

successful and enjoyable afternoon.  

Following last month’s informative article on 

AB-551, the Urban Agriculture Incentive Zones 

Act, AFSC’s Roots for Peace Program decided 

to organize a vacant lot action at a local 

neighborhood lot in South LA to show support 

and work  to persuade Los Angeles elected 

officials to create their own urban agriculture 

zones within the city. 

The vacant lot action took place January 22nd, 

2015 on Central Avenue, between 21st and 22nd 

street. Members of the Food Growers 

AB-551:VACANT LOT ACTION 

UP TO 8,600 VACANT LOTS COULD BECOME URBAN 

NETWORK MEMBER HIGHLIGHT 

Florencia Sipriano is a proud mother and wife. Originally from 

Guerrero, Mexico, she moved to South Los Angeles in 1989. 

For 25 years, she has lived in the same neighborhood, on the 

same street, and has been very active in her community. She 

has seen many changes. Florencia shares there were moments 

when the violence that existed in the neighborhood made her 

feel there was no life to be made here, but little by little things 

began to improve. 

THE FOOD GROWERS NETWORK FEBRUARY 2015 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS(CONTD) 

All Events are Locat-

ed at: 

All Peoples Commu-

nity Center        

822 E. 20th Street   

 

GARDENING 

TIPS: 

FEBRUARY 

Plan ahead! Decide 

now what you want to 

plant/grow this sea-

son! 

Don’t overplant, make 

sure you only grow 

what you have time to 

care for. 

Sow beets, celery, car-

rots, chard, collards, 

cilantro, garlic, let-

tuce, onions, peas, 

parsley, radishes, and 

turnips this time of 

month. 

 Start sowing pep-

pers, eggplants, and 

tomatoes in pots 

indoors for trans-

planting at the end 

of the month! 

 Finish pruning 

dormant trees. 

  

Florencia Sipriano 

Florencia comes from a tradition of agriculture and for over 10 

years has grown plants in South LA. She has an impressive tal-

ent for plant propagation. If you visit her home will see a varie-

ty of cuttings representative of the bio diversity in the  neigh-

borhood. She dreams of one day having more space to experiment and cultivate. Florencia 

hopes the Network will continue to grow and teach people how to grow food so they can take 

advantage of the space they have. Thank you for your leadership Florencia!  


